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Animations and Special Effects in Microsoft FrontPage

Create and Format a Marquee

A marquee displays a horizontally scrolling text message.

1.
Click where you want to create the marquee.

2.
Pull down the Insert menu, point to Component, and then click Marquee. 

3.
Type the line of text you want the marquee to display in the Text box.  

4.
Click Left or Right to specify the direction that the text in a marquee moves.

5.
Use the Delay box to type the delay, in milliseconds, before the marquee text begins to move.

6.
Use the Amount box to select or type the increment, in pixels, that the text in the marquee should move.

7.
To specify the type of motion used to animate the text in a marquee, click Scroll if you want the marquee text to scroll across the screen, click Slide if you want the marquee text to slide into view, or click Alternate if you want the marquee text to alternate between scrolling and sliding. 

8.
Click Top, Middle, or Bottom to align a marquee with surrounding text.

9.
Select the Width or Height check boxes and type the width and/or height, and then select whether the width or height is given in pixels or as a percent of the browser window.  Remember that the normal size of a web page is 800 pixels wide and 600 pixels high.

10.
Select the Continuously check box to repeat the marquee continuously.  To repeat the marquee a fixed number of times, clear the Continuously check box, and then type the number of times the marquee should be repeated. 

11.
Use the Background colour box to select the background colour you want to display behind the marquee's scrolling text. 

12.
Click on OK.

13.
Pull down the File menu and click Preview in Browser to test your marquee.
Format the Font in a Marquee

1.
Right-click the marquee you want to format and then click Font on the shortcut menu to display the Font dialog box.

2.
To format the font style, size, colour, or effects, modify the settings on the Font tab. 

Create and Format a Hover Button

Creating a hover button is an easy way to add animation to a web page.  Like any other button, a hover button contains a hyperlink to another page or file.  However, when a site visitor clicks or points to a hover button, the button can glow. 

1.
Click where you want to create the hover button. 

2.
Pull down the Insert menu, point to Component, and then click Hover Button. 

3.
Type the text label for the hover button in the Button text box.  

4.
Click the Browse button to locate the page or file you want to display when the hover button is clicked.

5.
To set the colour of the button when it is initially displayed on the page, select the colour you want to use in the Button Colour box. 

6.
To set the background colour of the button, select a background colour for the hover button in the Background colour box.  The background colour cannot be made transparent; however, you can match its background colour to the page’s background colour. 

7.
Use the Effect box to select the visual effect that will be displayed when a site visitor points to the button. 

8.
Use the Effect colour box to set the colour of the hover effect.

9.
Use the Width and Height boxes to set the size of the hover button, in pixels. 

10.
Click on OK.

11.
Pull down the File menu and click Preview in Browser to test your hover button.
Animate a Page Element

You can apply Dynamic HTML (DHTML) animation effects to just about anything on a page – text, paragraphs, pictures, buttons, marquees, and so on – and tie the effect to a trigger event, such as clicking a mouse, pointing a mouse, loading a page, and so on.  For example, you could create an animation that makes text fly in from the right when the page is loaded.

1.
Select the page element you want to animate.

2.
Pull down the Format menu and click on Dynamic HTML Effects.

The DHTML Effects toolbar is displayed.

3.
In the On box, click the down arrow, and then select the event that will trigger the animation: 

· To start the animation when a site visitor points to the page element and clicks the left mouse button once, select Click. 
· To start the animation when a site visitor points to the page element and double-clicks the left mouse button, select Double click. 
· To start the animation when a site visitor points to and rests on the page element, select Mouse over. 
· To start the animation when the page is loaded in a site visitor’s browser, select Page load. 
Note:  The events listed in the On box depend on the type of page element you have selected.

4.
In the Apply box, click the down arrow, and then select the type of animation effect you want to occur: 

· To apply an animation that moves a page element, click Fly out, Fly in, Drop in by word, Elastic, or one of the other movement animations. 

· To apply an animation that changes the appearance of the page element, such as changing a font colour or applying a border effect, click Formatting. 

· If you selected a picture, to apply an animation that swaps the picture with another one, click Swap picture. 

Note:  The effects listed in the Apply box depend on the type of page element you have selected, and on the type of event you selected in the On box.

5.
In the Choose Settings box, click the down arrow, and then choose the settings for the effect: 

· If you applied Fly out animation in step 4, select the direction or type of movement, such as to left or to top-right by word. 

· If you applied Formatting animation in step 4, select Choose font to change the font style, size, colour, effects, or character spacing, or select Choose border to change the border or shading. 

· If you selected a picture and a Swap picture effect in step 4, click Choose picture and then select the picture to swap on the event you selected in step 3. 

Note:  The settings listed in the Choose Settings box depend on the type of page element you selected and the type of effect you selected in the Apply box.

Some tips:
· The best way to determine the type of animation you want is to experiment by applying different events and effects and then previewing the page in a browser.  To preview the page, pull down the File menu and click Preview in Browser. 

· To remove the effect, click Remove Effect on the DHTML Effects toolbar.  You can also remove animation by selecting the page element and pressing Ctrl+Spacebar. 

· You can copy animation from one page element to another by using Format Painter. Select the element whose animation you want to copy, click the Format Painter icon on the toolbar (the paint brush), and then click the page element to which you want to apply the animation.

· You can apply multiple effects to most page elements.  For example, you can animate text to fly in from the right when the page is loaded, and then add a border around the text that is displayed when a site visitor clicks it. 

· Don’t put too many animation effects on a page!

Create a Banner Ad

A banner ad is like a rotating billboard on a web page.  It displays a timed sequence of pictures using a transition effect between pictures.  Web page authors typically use banner ads to place advertising on their pages. 

Use Microsoft PhotoDraw to create the pictures.  When you save the pictures, pull down the File menu and click on Save For Use In.  Take note of the height and width of the pictures that is displayed in the saving process.

1.
Click where you want to create the banner ad and then pull down the Insert menu, point to Component, and then click Banner Ad Manager. 

2.
For each picture you want to display in the banner ad, click Add and then select the picture.  

The list in the Pictures to display box shows the pictures you have added and the sequence in which the pictures will be displayed.  To change the sequence, select a picture in the list, and then click Move Up or Move Down.  To remove a picture from the list, select a picture in the list and then click Remove.

3.
In the Transition effect box, select the effect you want to use between pictures. 

Tip:  The best way to select a transition effect is to create a banner ad and preview it, trying various effects until one matches your needs.  To preview a banner ad, pull down the File menu and click Preview in Browser.

4.
To create a hyperlink from the banner ad, click Browse to locate the destination page or file for the hyperlink. 

5.
To set the size of the banner ad, type the size of the banner ad in pixels in the Width and Height boxes.  The size should match the size of the largest picture displayed in the ad. 

6.
To set the length of time that pictures are displayed for, use the Show each picture for (seconds) box and type the duration, in seconds.

7.
Click on OK.

Create a Transition Effect for a Page

You can create special effects that are displayed when a site visitor enters or leaves your site, or browses to or from a specific page.  By applying transition effects consistently and carefully throughout your web site, you can create slide-show-style presentations with professional-looking transitions between pages. 

1.
Open the page for which you want to add or change the transition effect and then pull down the Format menu and click Page Transition.

2.
In the Event box, click the event that will trigger the transition effect – for example, click Page enter to display the transition effect when a site visitor browses to the page for the first time. 

3.
In the Transition effect box, click the type of transition effect to use when the page is displayed or exited. 

4.
In the Duration box, type the amount of time that you want the transition effect to last. 

5.
Click on OK.
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