Using Tables as a Design Tool

While you have your cursor inside a cell, you are able to right click - select Table, and there are several options available for making modifications. 

 This same submenu can be accessed from the Modify Menu by selecting Table.

Adding Rows and Columns
Right click to select the  Table Menu and select either Insert Row or Insert Column. This will be added above the selection. This means that a row will be inserted above the row your cursor is currently in, and the column will be inserted to the left of the column your cursor is currently in.

To add Rows or Columns below the selection, you can select Insert Rows or Columns from the Table Menu. This will bring up a dialog box:


Deleting Rows and Columns
You can also delete rows and columns easily by using the Table Menu. Simply place your cursor in the row or column you would like to delete, access the Table Menu, and select Delete Row or Delete Column.

Spanning Columns and Row

You can specify that a certain table cell will span multiple columns or rows. 

You can increase and decrease the span by one. 

Here is an example of Column Spanning:

Standard 2 row, 3 column table:

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Same table with the first cell given a Column Span of 1(increased once)

	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Same table with the first cell given a Column Span of 2 (increased twice)

	 

	 
	 
	 


 As you can see, the top cell spanned the entire row.

Here is the same example for a Row Span:

	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 


The first cell of this table was given a Row Span of 1 (increased once).

This can be done easily. Click inside the cell you would like to span. In the case of the example, that would be the upper left cell. While your cursor is in there access the Table Menu and select Increase Row Span, or Increase Column Span.

If you decide to change your mind, you can decrease the span in the same fashion, by selecting Decrease Row Span or Decrease Column Span.

The first example could be transformed into a simple page design. 

	My Page Design

	Left Navigation
	content

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	Right Navigation


Nesting Tables

Nested tables means placing (nesting) a table within another table. 

It is done quite easily. Simply insert a table while the cursor is within the cell in which you would like to place the table. 

Here is an example:

	 
	 

	 
	 


Here is the nested table:

	Nested table


	
	 

	 
	 


The nested table was 1 column and 1 row, and given a border of 5 to distinguish it from the original table.

Before you start going crazy with nested tables, I should warn you that this can slow down your page's load time. Browsers display tables by rendering what is inside before rendering the rest of the table. This means that if you have 5 nested tables within 1 container table, the browser must render everything inside before the container table will displayed. This is especially true with Netscape browsers. It is a good idea to test your designs in both browsers before you publish.

Nesting tables is more of a design tool than anything else. 

Using Tables as a Layout Tool

Before you begin designing your page, you must decide what your target will be. This will determine how your tables are formatted. You must also decide whether you would like the content of your page formatted by pixel width or percentage. If you specify pixel width, the page will not fill the entire screen at larger resolutions and could cause horizontal scrolling at smaller resolutions.. 

Once you've decided the width of your page, you are ready to get started. 

Insert a table with the desired width. This will be the container table. Only use 1 row and 1 column with a cellpadding, cellspacing and border of 0. For the example we used a red table formatted at 100%.
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Now we'll add a table where we can place the site's Heading. Go ahead and insert another table nested within the container table. For the example I formatted the nested table at 98% so that the red background of the container table would appear to be a border.

I added a three cell table, with the top and bottom cells having a red background. 

The nested table also had a cellpadding, cellspacing and border of 0, and the align was set to center so that it fit comfortable within the container table.

	 

	My Home Page!

	 


	


Now it's time to add navigation and content. Select the first nested table. Once it is selected hit the right arrow key once. This will place the cursor within the container table just after the first nested table. 

Add another table with 2 or 3 columns. For the example I added 3 columns and formatted the left and right columns at 20%. This leaves room for some right and left navigation and a content area. I made the background color of the content (middle) cell white.

	 

	My Home Page!
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Now it's time for some navigation. Add some text, graphics, or whatever you desire into one of the sidebars. You will need to set each cell's vertical alignment to Top. Once you have the navigation in place, you can insert your content in the middle cell. 

	 

	My Home Page!
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Here you will find out all about me, about my interested, sites I think are cool and plenty more. If you have any questions, please feel free to send me an e-mail at: noaddress@noaddress.com
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