YEAR 11 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY WORKSHEET

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 9 2001  Due Friday 3.00pm of this week!

This week the topic of the worksheet is computer VIRUS technology and how it affects both computers and the users of computer technologies.

1. Define the term “COMPUTER VIRUS”.

Information about computer viruses can be found in computer text books, discussion groups, the Internet and from computer professionals who work in the industry.

2. Write a paragraph about how the spreading of a computer virus is not generally a good thing to have occur to an individual computer or to a network of computers.

Companies have been set up to combat the spread of Computer viruses and to write programs that detect and clean ‘infections’ from computers or networks of computers.

3.
At St.Marys, we use ‘VET’ and one other brand of anti-virus software.  What is the other brand of anti-virus program that is used?   Locate and name 2 other brands of anti-virus software and obtain the contact name and email address of the firms.

Send an email to one of these companies and ask them if they would  provide you with a brief history of their company ‘for the purpose of a school assignment on the topic of anti-virus programs and its history’.

Computer viruses take several different forms.  Some of these use email to spread themselves, while others use techniques such as attaching themselves to common daily documents such as Word processed documents and Database files and activate when the file is opened by the user or sent as an email and then opened and read at the receivers end.

4.
Name and describe 3 different types of viruses.  Include in your answer EXACTLY what each virus does.   (To help your answer here, the VET program has a ‘virus dictionary’ as part of its ‘help’ menu.)

Check the website http://www.vet.com.au/html/zoo/ or http://www.cai.com/virusinfo/encyclopedia. 

5.
What if you needed to use a computer to create a database or to produce a word processed document and you found that this machine was now infected by a virus and that because of this, the machine was not able to be used as you expected it to.

What measures would or should you take to fix the machine or the infected file (if it can be fixed that is!!).

