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Year 10 – Website Design
Part 10
Frames
IMPORTANT – START A NEW NOTEPAD PAGE FOR THIS
By now, you should have been able to make a pretty good website, with links all over the place, fancy pictures and fonts and different colours.  There’s still one problem though.
That problem is that no-one knows where your links ARE.  Most websites have a ‘bar’ on the left of the page or at the top of the page, called, interestingly enough, the LINKS BAR, ‘cause that’s where the links live.  This means that the LINKS are always in the same place, no matter where you scroll to on the page.
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I’m sure you’ve all seen this page before.  I can scroll down this page with the scroll bar and the LINKS BAR always stays at the top of the page, making it easier to navigate around the page.  That’s because the page is split into FRAMES.
Making navigation around a website is VERY IMPORTANT in the world of web designers and you will be assessed on this.

So, to make a nice links bar (and other things) we need to make something called a FRAMES PAGE.

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE>

How to build horizontal frames

</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<FRAMESET ROWS="20%,*">

<FRAME>

<FRAME>

</FRAMESET>

</HTML>
You can also make Vertical frames.  Just change the word ROWS to COLS.  And that’s it!  (oh, and change the <TITLE> to ‘How to build vertical frames’ or it makes no sense!)
All we need to do now is tell the browser what to put in these frames.  See, what you’ve done is create a skeleton of the page.  The web browser needs to know where to get the data from.  Enter the <FRAME SRC> tag….

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE>

How to build horizontal frames

</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<FRAMESET ROWS="20%,*">

<FRAME SRC="C:\Documents and Settings\rt.PARKDALE\My Documents\Year 10 WebDesign\first_frame.htm" NAME="Bob">

<FRAME SRC="C:\Documents and Settings\rt.PARKDALE\My Documents\Year 10 WebDesign\second_frame.htm" NAME="John">

</FRAMESET>

</HTML>


The reason for the NAME tag is to make sure that any links you put into your site open up in the correct frame.  Like this…

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE>

This is John

</TITLE>

<BODY>

I am John

<P> Would you like to meet my friend Harold?<P>  

<BR> If you would,&nbsp<A HREF="C:\Documents and Settings\rt.PARKDALE\My Documents\Year 10 Web Design\third_frame.htm" TARGET="John">please click here </A>

</BODY>

</HTML>
You can also get the new page to open up in a NEW WINDOW.
Replace the TARGET=”John” with TARGET=”_blank” instead.

Or you can get the page to open up in the whole of the existing window

Replace the TARGET=”John” with TARGET=”_top” instead.

Some other bits and bobs
You may have noticed that it is possible for a person who is looking at your website to resize the frames.  If you DO NOT want them to do that, then use the NORESIZE attribute.  Here it is…

<FRAME SRC="C:\Documents and Settings\rt.PARKDALE\My Documents\Year 10 Web Design\first_frame.htm" NAME="Bob" NORESIZE>
You can also get a scroll bar to go into your frame.  Woo hoo!

<FRAME SRC="C:\Documents and Settings\rt.PARKDALE\My Documents\Year 10 Web Design\first_frame.htm" NAME="Bob" SCROLLING=”YES”>
If you DO NOT want the frame border to be seen, then use this attribute

<FRAME SRC="C:\Documents and Settings\rt.PARKDALE\My Documents\Year 10 Web Design\first_frame.htm" NAME="Bob" FRAMEBORDER=”0”>
And, of course, you can use these together if you want.


OK, the task, ‘cause you knew there would be one…

You’re gonna need to do a bit of cutting, pasting, reshuffling and maybe even a bit of renaming…

Take your existing webpage that you’ve done so far on cars or music or Carlton FC and change it into a site that is based on frames.

Best of luck!




Again, the important bit is in RED.  I have inserted a LINK from the second_frame to the third_frame (which is called Harold).  Remember we gave the frames names earlier?  Well this is so we can TARGET where the new frame opens up.  In this case, I want it to open up in the ‘John’ page, hence the target being JOHN.





OK DOKEY, the important bits are in RED.  I have told the web-browser that the first frame is going to contain a page called ‘first_frame’ (and I have given the address of it).  This first page is named Bob.  The second page is called second_frame and its name is John.





First_Frame and Second_Frame files are in the Year 10 Web Design page.  Copy them into your folder.  Make sure you change the address in your website to reflect the changed address.





OK, what’s happening here?





Well, the <TITLE> bit you know about.





The <FRAMESET> tag has told the web browser that the first frame is going to take up the top 20% of the page and the * tells the web browser to make the second frame whatever is left over.  Because there are 2 FRAMES on this page, we need 2 <FRAME> tags.





Easy huh?








