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Part 9
Forms
When you design your website, you’ll probably want to get some feedback from the lucky people who get to see it.  You might want to know what they thought of it, what improvements they think could be made to it or even information if you were conducting a survey.  

Anyway, generally speaking, the most popular websites are those that are interactive (allowing a 2 way interaction rather than the webmaster (YOU) doing all the work).  

You can do all this with the <FORM> tag.

The only problem with all this FORM hullabaloo, is that you need a apecially written program to actually transfer the information to where you want it to go and in a usable format, and that is WAAAAAYYYY beyond Year 10 Web Design…  So, we’ll have to be content with designing the form AS IF it was complete, but it won’t be.  So there.

The script we use is:

<FORM ACTION=”where you want info to go” METHOD=”POST”></FORM>

So, if I wanted my form information to go to MY website, then the script would look like

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>
</FORM>
There are 2 main types of buttons on a form, SUBMIT and RESET
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<BODY>

<H3> An example of a SUBMIT button

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>
<INPUT TYPE="SUBMIT" VALUE="Send it!">

</FORM>

</BODY>

RESET
<BODY>

<H3> An example of a RESET button

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>
<INPUT TYPE="RESET" VALUE="Start again!">

</FORM>

</BODY>

OK, that’s the easy stuff.  What you need now is a place for people to actually write some things that they can send to you…

Text boxes for Single Line Text

For simple entries, such as someone’s name or age, a simple TEXT BOX is what you need…

<BODY>

<H3> Please tell me about yourself

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>

First Name: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="First">

<P>

Second Name: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="Second">

<P>

Age: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="Age">

<P>

<INPUT TYPE="RESET" VALUE="Start again!">

<INPUT TYPE="SUBMIT" VALUE="Submit information">

</FORM>

</BODY>
You can adjust the size of the boxes (useful if you want addresses or detailed information

Just type this after the NAME value…

SIZE=”number of characters long”
So, my first name text box above would look like this if I wanted it to be 60 characters long

First Name: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="First" SIZE=”60”>

You can also restrict the number of characters that someone can type into a text box.  For example, with the age text box, we could either adjust the size of the text box to 3 characters (nobody is going to be over 999 years old!) or we can type this:

Age: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="Age" MAXLENGTH=”3”>
Text boxes for Multiple Line Text
If you want people to enter a large amount of data (for example, detailed information), then it’s best to use a text area rather than a text box.

(Note – the ROWS and COLUMNS data can be adjusted depending on what you want.  The WRAP command tells the browser to wrap the text onto the next line when you hit the edge of the box)

<BODY>

<H3> Please tell me about why you think Mr Taylor is the best (no more than 1000 words  please)

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>

I think Mr Taylor is the best because:<BR>

<TEXTAREA NAME="Answer to Question" ROWS="10" COLS="60" WRAP>

</TEXTAREA>

<INPUT TYPE="RESET" VALUE="Start again!">

<INPUT TYPE="SUBMIT" VALUE="Submit information">

</FORM>

</BODY>

Check Boxes
The information that you want from people might be simple YES/NO or TRUE/FALSE information.

You can do this with Check Boxes.

<BODY>

<H3> Please tell me what you are scared of

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>

I am scared of (please check all that apply):<P>

<INPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="Beards">Beards<P>

<INPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="Small Dogs">Small Dogs<P>

<INPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="Old Women">Old Women<P>

<INPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="Scary Clowns">Scary Clowns<P>

<INPUT TYPE="RESET" VALUE="Start again!">

<INPUT TYPE="SUBMIT" VALUE="Submit information">

</FORM>

</BODY>

Radio Buttons

What if you want people to select from a choice of options?  Well, you need to use a radio button…

<BODY>

<H3> Please tell me what you think of school

<FORM ACTION=www.MrTaylor.com.au METHOD=”POST”>

 <P>


<H4> My favourite subject is...

<DL><DD>

<H5>

<INPUT TYPE="RADIO" NAME="Subject" VALUE="Maths" CHECKED> Maths<P>

<INPUT TYPE="RADIO" NAME="Subject" VALUE="English"> English<P>

<INPUT TYPE="RADIO" NAME="Subject" VALUE="Computers"> Computers<P>

<INPUT TYPE="RADIO" NAME="Subject" VALUE="History"> History<P>

</DL> </DD>

<INPUT TYPE="RESET" VALUE="Start again!">

<INPUT TYPE="SUBMIT" VALUE="Submit information">

</FORM>

</BODY>


TASK – Well, you should know what to do by now.  Get a range of FORMS into your website.  You’re probably better off creating a whole new page for your FEEDBACK.  Remember to add a button to your home page to guide people to the right page, and a button back to the HOME page.









CHECKED can go after any one of the options, if you want one pre checked.








