DREAMWEAVER MX TUTORIAL – 2004
prepared by Mario Yannakakis 

Open Dreamweaver MX

“Save As” so that you can define where it is saving, always name your first page “index.htm” (8.3 rule) which is considered a safe method for folders and files for total Cross Compatibility between the Mac OS and Windows Platforms and save to a place on the Hard Drive that you can remember: for example, save your file in a new folder on the DESKTOP:
Site > New Site or Define Site – in the site map on the right

Define your site with Advanced tab. 

(If you use the Automatic Wizard you don’t cover all the options).

The only things you need to fill in are the:

Local Info

Name the site: Mario consulting





Local Root Folder:………desktop/newfolder
Site Map Layout:   
Home Page: …….. desktop/newfolder/index.htm

THIS IS REALLY THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF DREAMWEAVER, IF THIS IS NOT DONE CORRECTLY YOUR PAGES MAY NOT LINK AND YOUR IMAGES MAY NOT APPEAR (Broken links)
 You can check or change these selections via Edit >Site

You will now see the site map on the right. New pages will appear here as you create them and you can jump between pages by double clicking on the .htm files in this area.

Select the index.htm page that you created in your new folder

Give that page a name in the Title box at the top of the page and press Enter. This is important because when you upload your site to a server, each page that you name will have a unique name. 
Nb. The asterisk next to the documents name tells you that the page needs saving to update changes.  Remember to save your work every 5-10 minutes. “Ctrl + s”.

Modify > Page Properties

In this case you may not need to change anything but it is a good habit to set this up at the beginning.

Eg. You may want to make the margins 0. Try different options.

Tables > Insert

I don’t think you need to be using frames unless you are very confident with them: If you get lost you will make a mess. Create a table using the shortcut icon in the common tab at the top of the page.
Table Settings dialog box: Begin with 4 rows and 4 columns. This is the default and can easily be changed.

You can then merge and split these appropriately. (Explained later)

100 - 75% relates to the horizontal size of the table in relation to the window, this is also easy to change by dragging the table borders with the cursor.

Border: you may choose to change from 1 to 0. 

The border will still appear in the working mode but not when you preview it in the browser (F12) when the border is set to 0.

Pages look much better without a border !!!

TO MERGE OR SPLIT CELLS - You can change the number of rows and columns in the Properties box below when the table is selected.  (tb will be bolded at the bottom of the document) OR you can go to Modify>Table>Merge cells, but the quickest and easiest way to merge or split cells is to click in one and drag to select more (they will highlight) then use the cell short cut at the left in the Properties Box.

****

Before you do too much more you need to imagine the overall page layout.  The more clearly you define these spaces at the beginning the easier it will be. Work out where the navigation bar, page headings, images and text will appear.

***

Insert Images

Import or create (or even alter in Photoshop) all of the images that will appear across every page (i.e. logo, nav bar, back button) Insert the logo, the navigation bar (don’t forget a home button – this can appear on the index page too) To insert images you can go 
through the menu Insert > Image or use the short cut in the Common Tab at the 
top (the tree icon).

Create hyperlink text (NAVIGATION BAR) in the cells for different pages to link to. 

Eg. Home,  online research, customer service and research. Format the font to your liking in the Properties Box. (don’t forget a home button – this can appear on the index page too).
To make these in to hyperlinks which will connect to the relevant pages you need to highlight the word and write in the intended name for the new html page (that we have not created yet) in the “Link” space in the Properties box below (this is creating Relative Paths). Eg. Highlight the typed word research and then write “research.htm” below. 
NB. You must make sure you name these links EXACTLY as you name the new pages that you save in the next step.

Once all common elements are laid-out you can then save off the same design repeatedly for the remaining pages using  “Save As” and re-naming each page appropriately. This way all your navigation links are created on every page already (this saves you having to create 16 individual links for 16 pages of HTML for example)

Remember to rename the new pages in the TITLE box too!

Insert the headings, images, text, or any other content you wish.
***

Importing text 

To copy text supplied from another file into dreamweaver you will need to open Microsoft Word and then open the file (you can do it other ways but it may open looking like code). Highlight and copy the relevant bit of text (“ctrl c” and paste “ctrl v”) straight in to the appropriate Dreamweaver cell. You may also need to change the horizontal and vertical settings in the Properties box (next to the cell merge) from default to left and top, respectively. This will stop the cursor jumping to the middle of the cell. 
Resizing Photos in PHOTOSHOP

To resize and crop photos you will need to open Adobe Photoshop. Open all the images you need (hold down “ctrl” to add each selection). Select the crop tool in the tool box and then change the height and width at the top of the page (in the interactive properties bar).

(The Preferences may be set to mm automatically, but you can change these through Edit>Preferences>Units and measures – change mm to pixels and points).

Using the crop tool you can now select the required area and it will constrain to the proportions that you have set. “Save” the new sized photos. 
Nb. If you have not set up your site correctly (Define Site) at the beginning the images will not automatically be copied to the right folder when you place them on your Dreamweaver page.  If you want to be 110% sure that the images are saved into your student folder you can do a “save as” and navigate to the correct folder, if you didn’t Define your site correctly the photos may be saved back in to the assets folder and not be linked properly – your images will appear as broken links and not appear on screen when you put them on your server through ftp)

Insert the images into your Dreamweaver documents (using the common tab tree icon). 
Again, you may need to adjust the vertical and horizontal settings in the properties to left and top.

Save every page (the asteric next to the document name will disappear)

Test all links using F12 or file > preview in browser– which launches the default browser – Netscape or Internet Explorer
To test more accurately, close all Dreamweaver documents and open the browser (internet explorer) first. Then file > open, navigate to and open from your folder index.htm. This is a more accurate representation of your site (as cached or temp files may be giving you a false view of your web pages through Dreamweaver).

