DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & TRAINING

VICTORIA

This information is for all principals and schools. It was included in EduBriefs for Principals, Issue 11, 3 October 2002.

Circular 315/2002 Visits to schools by WorkSafe field officers in relation to the Budget sector OHS improvement strategy

On 1 February 2002, Circular 17/2002 ‘Budget sector OHS improvement strategy and visits to schools by WorkSafe inspectors’ was sent to all schools.

The circular provided background information on the Government’s requirement for all departments to develop OHS improvement plans. It also notified schools of WorkSafe Victoria’s proposal for their field officers to visit schools to monitor OHS compliance. These visits commenced in early February 2002 and have continued throughout the year.

Initially, WorkSafe Victoria randomly selected approximately forty schools to visit. This was followed by visits to the fifty schools with the highest incidence of WorkCover claims during the previous five years. 

WorkSafe will be visiting a further 100 schools to verify the current status of the agreed OHS improvement plan. These schools are located in regional and metropolitan Victoria and have been targeted based on WorkCover claims history and previous visits by inspectors. 
The review will focus on:

· general understanding of the Occupational Health and Safety Act and the responsibilities it places on principals

· risk identification, assessment and control, most notably safe use of plant, for example woodworking, metal shop facility

· regular workplace inspections of schools to self-monitor OHS 

· contractor management to ensure that any work required by schools is carried out in accordance with OHS legislation

· management of asbestos related issues

· safety of students on work experience placement.

WorkSafe field officers will contact principals of selected schools by telephone to arrange a suitable time for their visit. It is anticipated that such visits will take between thirty minutes and two hours.

If an improvement notice and/or a prohibition notice is issued by a WorkSafe field officer as a result of the visit, the notice(s) should be faxed to Kay McVey, Occupational Health and Safety Consultant, Employee Health Unit, on fax 9637 2300, for registration purposes. 

If assistance is required to achieve compliance with the notice, principals should contact Noel Arnold and Associates on telephone 9890 8811.

If you have any queries concerning the visits or the Budget sector OHS improvement strategy please contact Michelle Holian, Manager, Employee Health Unit, on 9637 2367.
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