Using Range Names

Naming ranges of cells can really simplify your formula writing. Instead of trying to remember exactly which cells define the range, you can create a descriptive, easy-to-remember name, and then insert that name into the formulas you write, which saves you a lot of work.

Create a Range Name

Ready to name a range of cells? Here's all you have to do:
Highlight the range you want to name.
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You must NOT use spaces eg AnnualTotal is a VALID name Annual Total is NOT!
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You can then refer to this range as AnnualTotal from now on.
Why use range names? 

· It can make a formula easier to debug

· It is very useful for a VLOOKUP table range (use a number of rows and columns for the range)

· You can use the drop down arrow on the Name Box to move to that range (on any tab) quickly.

You can also create (and manage names) using  


