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A Guide To Buying A PC

References

1. Textbook

VCE Information Technology 2nd Ed Potts et al. Chapters 4 to 8


2. Web sites (see Part C on next page)

 

Part A: The Task

1. Web site: You are to create a Web site that will help inform consumers in how to go about deciding which computers suit their needs.


2. Test: You will asked to propose and justify the components and configuration of a computer system that will meets the needs of an individual. The needs will be outlined in a short case study.


Part B: The Web Site

The web site will need to include the following sections (this list is meant as a guide only it is not prescriptive):

1. Assess your computer needs. (Analyse your requirements, set a budget, what software do you need etc.) 


2. Hardware options (Mac’s v IBM clones, Processors, RAM, Monitors, Modems, Storage and backup devices etc.)


3. Software options (Operating system, Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Internet software, Shareware and Freeware etc.)


4. What to look for in a supplier (warranties, ease of service, after sales service and support options, training etc.)

Part C: Internet Resources 

	Web site
	Relevant to sections 
(see Part B above)

	http://www.pcguide.com/buy/summary.htm
Highly technical site that goes into great detail.


	1, 2, and 4

	http://www.css.msu.edu/PC-Guide/ 

Click on the Buying a Home PC link.


	1, 2, and 3 

	http://www.moneystuff.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/facts/computer/
Very good NSW government site


	1, 2, 3 and 4

	http://www.fairtrading.wa.gov.au/consumers/shopping/buying_computer/index.shtml
Very good WA government site


	1, and 4

	http://www.vnunet.com/Features/1130257
Good general advice


	2 and 3

	http://www.scsite.com/dc2002/default.cfm?module=buyers&chap=8

	1 

	http://www.seniorcentre.ca/resources/training/buying/components.html 

Good basic explanation of hardware components


	2

	http://www.swfpcug.org/NeedHelp/pc_basics.htm
Good basic explanation of hardware components


	2

	http://www.dis.unimelb.edu.au/mm/hwtute/index.htm
Good site for overview of a computer system.


	2 and 3

	http://www.jmhconsulting.com/resources/courses/howtobuy/index.htm
Great site.


	1, 2 and 4


