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Year 10 – Website Design
Part 12
Web Page Conventions
When you are designing your webpage, there are certain conventions that you really should follow.  A convention is the ‘proper way to do things’.
It’s all very well having Java Scripts coming out of your ears and marquees flying around all over the place, but if the basics aren’t right, then it’s just NO GOOD!

Things to remember

· Read your website BEFORE finishing it.  Does it make sense?  Is the navigation correct?  Are spellings correct?  Get someone else to proofread to make sure that these things are up to scratch.

· Avoid excessive font formatting.  You don’t have to change font every few words and it makes reading your stuff REALLY difficult and annoying.

· Try to keep your pages to a single topic – eg – one page on your fave band, one on your friends, one on your pets etc.

· Try to use a consistent layout – eg – use the same size heading on each page, the same font, links in the same place etc.

· Always give your readers some way of providing feedback, either through email or forms.

· Always have links back to the home page

· Don’t use HUUUUGE graphics/sound/video files that take ages to load.  If you MUST have a video of a Nissan Skyline drifting around Oran Park, then make it accessible from a link and ensure you state the size of the file and expected download time.

· Be careful when using background images as they can take a while to load, can clash horribly with text and make your eyes bleed.

· Make sure your hyperlinks are descriptive about what they are linking to.

· Remember to write about things that may interest other people.  Although your Uncle’s ingrowing toenail operation might have been big news for your family, the rest of the world might not care.
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