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In this exercise you will read the Gunning Fox Index and apply this to several forms of writing. You can then calculate how difficult/easy a piece of writing is that you have found on the internet. Do a search for fiction, non-fiction, newspapers, journals, academic articles etc and think of the degree of difficulty involved in reading this piece of writing.

URL & Article Name ___________________________________________________

Degree of Difficulty ____________________________________________________

URL & Article Name ___________________________________________________

Degree of Difficulty ____________________________________________________

URL & Article Name ___________________________________________________

Degree of Difficulty ____________________________________________________

URL & Article Name ___________________________________________________

Degree of Difficulty ____________________________________________________

The Pyramid

The pyramid in journalism refers to the way sub-editors manipulate the raw copy provided by journalists to fill their newspapers. First they need a catch heading like –

Mysterious Woman Appears on Mars Photographs. Once you’ve got people’s attention then you can continue with the rest of the story.

Following is a list of stories that you will have to make headings for and then put in order of importance. 

1/
A young girl drowned yesterday after she was left unsupervised in a backyard pool. Her mother was on the phone and thought that the 10 year old would be safe in an inflatable pool no larger than 3 metres by one metre. “I left her on her own,” she explained, “because I was expecting a phone call from the council regarding whether I needed fencing.” Mrs Adams went on to say that she expected to find Lila, her daughter, happily playing, but was instead greeted by her daughter, floating face down in the water. The police are considering pressing charges for negligence. One officer said, “it is an offence to leave a child in a pool unattended if there are no safety procedures installed.” When told that it was nearly impossible for a 10 year old to drown in half a foot of water the investigator said that the department had not ruled out a charge of foul play. 

2/
An 83-year-old woman is missing after a convicted murderer, jailed for 20 years for the serial killing of elderly people, had been given a day pass to visit his elderly mother in a nursing home. George Smith has been serving multiple sentences for the brutal slaying of the elderly. He is described as a predator and extremely dangerous. No body is to go near him and any suspicious behaviour surrounding nursing homes should be investigated. 

3/
An albino hippopotamus weighing ten tonnes arrived at Melbourne Zoo yesterdays and is to be introduced to his foster parents today. Jib and Jube, his adoptive parents have been unable to have children and the arrival of the little hippotamus is a bonus for zoo staff. The hippopotamus arrived safely from San Diego zoo, which have been breeding them successfully for several years. 

4/
Dogs and cats have been reported missing from around Prahran in the past fortnight. There does not seem to be any consistency with the stealing as the animals have been stolen at all hours during the day. Police are investigating rumours that Wesley College students have been loitering around where the animals have gone missing and there is some thought that it has been an elaborate prank. 

5/
Teacher gets five-year suspension from teaching profession for telling really bad jokes in the classroom. A number of students from the exclusive Melbourne Grammar School complained to the principal that their teacher was not funny and that they couldn’t stand sitting in her classes any longer. She was removed by police officers after she refused to leave the school grounds before she could finish one last joke. 

6/
The financial money markets go into a spin because of the surprise surge in shares for the Australian Dollar. The currency has been picking up worldwide and surpassing the US Dollar in many parts of the world including Egypt, Japan, Switzerland, Russia and Canada.

7/
Actor Russell Crowe tells the world press that he no longer wishes to be referred to as an Australian resident. Crowe explains that he was born in New Zealand and is sick of the media calling him Australian. When pressed further as to whether he will be calling his new born baby son a New Zealander or an Australian he said the assembled press were a bunch of ####&&&&**.

8/
Micky, the animated fish that starred in Finding Nemo has had an identity crisis. He says everyone refers to him as Nemo rather than by his real name. Mickey says that he had no idea that when the film, Finding Nemo, which became the highest grossing animation in history, would mean having to endure so many strangers calling him the wrong name. Micky says he would like a quiet life, that he is considering buying an island near the Great Barrier Reef and retire from show business. “I find swimming exhausting,” he said,  “in take after take, I don’t know if I can express my artistic credibility much longer.” Studio representatives greeted the news with some reservation, “How are we to finance Finding Nemo 2, if the star doesn’t want to act anymore,” said one source who did not wish to be named. It seems like Finding Nemo should be re-titled Finding Micky!

9/
Mark Latham says that no child shall be without a book until 2050, by which time the paper supply will have run out and they will have to use a computer instead. “Don’t worry,” Latham explained, “computers will be so sophisticated by then that I’m sure all children will have the benefit of a robot who will have stored all the books in its memory and will be able to recite a story at will.” 

10/
The oil spill in Bass Strait was caused by two ships colliding said one eyewitness.  “You wouldn’t believe it would you?” Captain Ahab said, “they’ve got the whole ocean and yet they can’t see two huge container ships approaching each other.” The spill is considered to be the worst in Australian Maritime History said official oceanographers. The spill was likely to cost hundreds of millions of dollars to clear up and would affect fish stock for many years to come. Wildlife experts believe the spill will contribute to the decline of blue whales in the vicinity, as they would be unable to navigate through the sludge. 

The next thing a sub-editor must do is make the story fit the space provided. To do this a process of culling words begins. Starting from the bottom, the sub editor cuts out anything they think is too long for the piece until by the time they reach the top of the article only the essential facts remain. Journalists often lose a lot of their hard written work this way. 

In the following pieces, you will need to start from the bottom up until you have only the essential facts left. This does not mean chopping out words indiscriminately but ordering the information so that the most important is at the start with the least important at the bottom. 

Writing Activity

a)
Grab five stories from any news sources, as long as they are different newspapers i.e. The Age, The Australian, New York Times, The Guardian, The Times etc. Cut the main stories down to half their length and see how much of the story you have been able to include. 

Listening Activity

b)
Do an interview with a classmate that you know least. Ask them a series of questions and then see how much information you can retain about them.
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Folio Piece

c) The Commonwealth Games are coming to Melbourne and to generate excitement about the event the Melbourne Council have commissioned a historical piece that details some of the highlights of the city.  You have been given the job of writing about Melbourne’s discovery, the Aboriginal tribe that was displaced, the sale of land and some of the highlights of Melbourne’s early years. In order to accomplish this piece you need to consider the following 

Style 

Language

Tone

Voice

Grammar

The piece should be no less than five hundred words and split into different sections to make it appealing to read. Remember you need to use this copy on the Commonwealth Games website. 

You will be assessed on:

Research

Originality

Historical Accuracy

Sentence Structure

This piece can be used in your major assessment task so do it properly and it will be less work for you at assignment time.

Key Competencies







Level 

Collecting, organising and analysing information
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