ICT in the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS)
Information and Communications Technology is a domain within the Interdisciplinary Learning strand of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards.

It is expected that schools develop a curriculum program for their students that provides them with the opportunities to acquire and apply ICT knowledge and skills to enhance their learning.

ICT can be used by students to:

· develop understandings of concepts and content relating to other areas of learning 
· demonstrate understandings of concepts, issues, relationships and processes 

· share their understandings, locally and globally, with known and unknown people.

As there are 16 domains within the Essential Learning Standards, whole-school decisions are critical to the successful implementation of this curriculum reform. No longer can areas of learning act in isolation from other learning areas; each strand of learning (Interdisciplinary, Physical, Personal and Social, and Discipline-based) must be interwoven to create a coherent curriculum. Advice on whole-school planning is provided by the Department of Education and Training at www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/blueprint/fs1/guidelines/default.asp
Within the ICT domain there are three dimensions:

· ICT for visualising thinking

· ICT for creating

· ICT for communicating.

While there are many similarities between the Information strand in CSF II and the dimensions of ICT for creating and communicating, schools must implement strategies to enable students to use ICT for visualising their thinking. This has the potential to make real changes to how students learn, and to their understandings.
Standards are introduced in ICT at level 2 and are set at a challenging level. They identify performances that are considered to be critical to students’ future learning.

At each level there is a learning focus statement that identifies relevant content and learning experiences. These provide the contextual setting for the standards is ( they are a point of reference when creating learning programs.

 Schools need to determine delivery modes of the ICT domain. Possibilities include:
· students acquiring and applying ICT knowledge and skills in other areas of learning (decentralised model)
· students acquiring ICT knowledge and skills in a ‘standalone’ ICT setting, but the information to be processed, visualised and communicated relates to other domains ( this means that ‘real’ data is used for ‘real’ purposes (centralised model).

Within a total school program, different delivery modes may be used.

What is the role of CSF II? It is a curriculum resource document, and is a useful reference point, but the Essential Learning Standards are the basis for curriculum planning. 
Access the Victorian Essential Learning Standards at: http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au
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