ClassTV on Channel 31

ClassTV is a year 9&10 elective class at Thornbury High School. The class will host, film, direct and edit a half hour program that will be broadcast Saturdays at 10 am on Channel 31. (Sept 17th)

Austam ratings show that C31 has about 3 Million viewers across its programming.

Rationale: Teenagers (12-16) are under represented in the media both as an audience and as creators of their own media. Working with other schools and Youth Initiatives ClassTV will act as a production house as well as sourcing content from across the state.

It will be a YOUTH TO YOUTH program showcasing young peoples artistic talent within an educational context that is “authentic learning”. They will not only be a part of the creative process, they will also be a part of the decision making process. They will be connected to community through investigation e.g. Street Speak Vox Pops with the RSL/Youth Services/Issues exploration etc

The format for the first 13 weeks will be based on a Primary school super quiz between 8 Northern Suburbs schools. It will be hosted filmed and edited by ClassTV students (The Education Department is allowing us to film in their TV studios at 23 St Andrews Place.) This will be about half the shows content, the rest will be broken up with sketches, music, vox pops, animation and curriculum based programming.

Pilot: The pilot included a Kool Skool film clip filmed by the ClassTV that was dedicated to a deported student. A quiz between Alphington and Fairfield Primary, a comedy sketch “Oh My God”, animation from Top Cats and Pizza Muffins a cooking segment.

Contributors

· Kool Skools/Studio 52  Contemporary music recorded by secondary schools across the state that is copyright free

· ATOM (Australian Teachers of Media) will provide past ATOM award winners Films 

· Schools TV (Education Department) Schools Film Festival material and animation

· DramaVic will network to source content

· Box Hill Senior Secondary Film and Television VCAL Class

· Eltham High Community film Festival 

Capacity

· Thornbury High has a television studio with a Chroma Key wall. (Established in partnership with Northern Access Television over a decade ago).  The switching system is analogue but we have one good 3chip DVD cam and other single chip cameras

· Thornbury High together with RMIT’s Student Radio (SRA) created SYN FM 90.7 (Student Youth Network Radio) in 2001. A high powered FM broadcaster on the same tower as NOVA but predominantly run by Uni Students with a declining teenage presence

· Paul Van Eeden a teacher at Thornbury wrote the Australian Broadcasting Authority ABA application for SYN FM and developed the infra structure and sustainability. Paul also negotiated the simulcast between Channel 31 and SYN broadcasting daily as SYNTV

