UNIT 3 PHILOSOPHY INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH PROJECT 

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

OUTCOME 3 

On completion of this unit the student should be able to relate the arguments and outlooks developed in the texts to each other, to other traditions of thinking about the way we should live, and to contemporary experience.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The extent to which the project demonstrates:
Criterion 1

Analysis of the relationship of the arguments and outlooks developed in the text/s to another tradition of thinking about the way we should live.

･ Identification and description of another tradition.

･ Analysis of the similarities and differences between the arguments and outlooks developed in the text and the other tradition.

･ Discussion of the similarities and differences between the arguments and outlooks developed in the text and the other tradition.

･ Explanation of key terms used in the discussion of the similarities and differences between the arguments and outlooks developed in the text and the other tradition.

Criterion 2

Explanation of influences on contemporary views of the way we should live

･Identification of the influence of the other tradition on contemporary understanding of the way we should live

･Discussion of the influence of the other tradition on contemporary experience, historically and/or hypothetically

Criterion 3

Use of evidence to support arguments and conclusions.

･ Selection of relevant information to support arguments and conclusions.

･ Application of relevant information to support arguments and conclusions.

･ Discussion of interrelationships (where appropriate) between pieces of evidence.

N.B. These are based on three of the four criteria for Unit 3 Outcome 3.

UNIT 3 PHILOSOPHY INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH PROJECT 

TRADITIONS 

You can choose any one of the following traditions to study for your individual research project, or a different one that you have discovered, provided that you have had it checked by your teacher.  Once you have made your choice, you must have it recorded; as only one person can do any one tradition.  You cannot do Buddhism.

Christianity (Protestantism, Catholicism, Baptist, Methodist, Church of Scientology, Mormons, etc.), Shintoism, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Confucianism, Hare Krishnas, Goths, Wicca, Druidism, Paganism, Pantheism, Modern materialism, Liberalism, Capitalism, Communism, Socialism, Humanism, Nihilism, Solipsism, Hedonism, Romanticism,  etc., etc., etc….

UNIT 3 PHILOSOPHY INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH PROJECT

This project has four parts, all of which must be attempted.  Read the instructions carefully and note that all written parts (Parts 1, 3 and 4) must be submitted by                                      .  Check the table for your scheduled time for your Oral Presentation.  See me well in advance if you cannot make your time.  Extensions will only be granted under very special circumstances.  

PART ONE – SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS

Prepare a summary of approximately one A4 typed or neatly hand-written page which summarises the history and key ideas of your chosen tradition, including any metaphysical beliefs on which it rests. Ensure that you explain its definition of the Good Life, whether or not it thinks there is a Final End or goal for which we should aim; and whom it thinks is capable of living a Good Life and achieving the Final End. Use footnotes where appropriate and include a bibliography.  Your summary can be:

A series of dot points OR

A series of short paragraphs with sub-headings OR

A flow-chart or table OR

A pictorial representation with captions/labels 

PART TWO – CLASS PRESENTATION

Prepare a presentation to be given to the class.  It should be approximately 6-8 minutes (10 minutes maximum) long.  Your presentation should compare and contrast the key ideas and arguments of your chosen tradition with those of one text from Area of Study 1 (Plato’s Gorgias or Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics or Epicurus’ Letter to Menoeceus) AND one text from Area of Study 2 (Nietzsche’s The Gay Science or Sartre’s Existentialism is a humanism or King’s The measure of a man or Iris Murdoch’s The sovereignty of Good over other concepts).  Ensure that you explain the use of any key philosophical terminology. Aim for your presentation to be original, engaging and informative. Your presentation can be:

A speech (using cue cards) OR

A power-point presentation OR

A video OR

An audio tape OR

An educational game/activity

N.B. If you require equipment such as TV/VCR, audio tape player or Powerpoint please let me know by                 so it can be organised

	
	

	
	


PART THREE – SUMMARY OF CLASS PRESENTATION

Prepare a summary of approximately one A4 typed or neatly hand-written page which summarises the main points of your class presentation.  Your summary can be:

A series of dot points OR

A series of short paragraphs with sub-headings OR

A flow-chart or table OR

A pictorial representation with captions/labels 

N.B. If you choose to give a speech, your cue cards are for your own use; and you still need to prepare the summary, as explained above, for the rest of the class

PART FOUR – SHORT WRITTEN RESPONSES 

Attempt all questions.  Each answer should be approximately one paragraph in length.  

1. Why did you choose this particular tradition to study in depth?

2. Question two or three family members or friends about your chosen tradition.  How much did they know about it?  What factors do you think might account for their knowledge (or lack thereof) of your chosen tradition?

3. How prevalent is your chosen tradition in Australia?  (i.e Does it have many followers here?)  What factors do you think might account for its popularity (or lack thereof)?

4. What relevance do you think your chosen tradition has for 21st century society?  Give reasons for your answer.

5. Would your chosen tradition be one that you think you could live by?  Why/Why not?

